[Treatment of meningeal carcinomatosis--neocarzinostatin perfusion therapy in the CSF pathway].
The authors presented the results of perfusion chemotherapy in the CSF pathway with neocarzinostatin (NCS) for the treatment of meningeal carcinomatosis. In three cases of stomach cancer and one case of malignant lymphoma, cranial polyneuropathy, progressive hydrocephalus and positive cytology of the CSF were found during treatment of malignant tumors. NCS therapy was performed by means of perfusion from the spinal subarachnoid space to the ventricle utilizing Ommaya's reservoir, or simply by repeated lumbar punctures. In all of four cases the number of malignant cells in the CSF was significantly diminished, and temporary neurological improvement was observed until the patient's death due to advanced primary lesions. These results indicated that in cases of meningeal carcinomatosis, NCS perfusion therapy using the CSF pathway was a much more favorable method than treatment with other chemotherapeutic agents with less noticeable side effects.